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11" September 2025
Dear Parent(s)/Guardian(s),

As part of the Transition Year Home Economics programme, all Transition Year students will have the
‘once in a life-time’ opportunity of experiencing the renowned National Ploughing Championships. It
will take place at Screggan, Tullamore, Co. Offaly, on Tuesday, 16th September 2025.

The National Ploughing Championships originated as in inter-county ploughing contest in 1931.
Today, it is much more than an annual inter-county competition for ploughing or machinery
enthusiasts. It is now the largest outdoor agricultural show in Europe acting as a showcase for Irish
food, farming and culture. Some of the entertainment and special events include Fashion Shows,
Sheep Dog Trials, All Ireland Lamb Shearing, Craft Demonstrations, Celebrity Cookery
Demonstrations, Outdoor Radio Broadcasts, in addition to the ploughing competitions.

Students must be in school at 7.00 am SHARP as the buses will depart promptly at 7.10am. We
will not be waiting for any latecomers. We will return to the school at approximately 4.00-4.30 pm,
traffic permitting. The cost of the TY trip to the National Ploughing Championships is covered by
Transition Year term fees. The cost of the trip is €30.00 for ticket and bus.

All students are asked to bring a packed lunch and any money they may need towards refreshments
during the day. Students are required to wear their PE tracksuits. Non-school tracksuits/coats are not
permitted. Due to the nature of the event, it is advisable that suitable footwear i.e. wellington boots
are worn.

Please ensure that students have adequate phone credit and battery supply on their mobile phones, we
will be taking all students' phone numbers for the day of the trip to enable us to contact them should
they get lost. The event attracts approximately 100,000 people each day across the three days therefore
can become very crowded and busy.

School rules applying to our trip out will be in place and all students are expected to be on time, stay
together and meet at the designated meet up times and locations throughout the day.

Please return the attached permission slip to your tutor or Dr. Lysaght by Monday, 15%
September, 2025.

We look forward to a very worthwhile and enjoyable trip.

Catherine Bligh Roisin Day Anne-Marie Lysaght
Deputy Principal Home Economics Dept TY Year Head

Bernadette Fitzgerald
PRINCIPAL
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TY Trip to the National Ploughing Championships, Tuesday, 16" September 2025

| give permission to my daughter , (class ) to

travel to the National Ploughing Championships on Tuesday, 16" Sept 2025.

Signed: (Parent/Guardian)

Student’s Mobile Number:

Parent(s)/Guardian(s) mobile number

Please list any medical conditions or important information that should be noted.

“The data requested on this form is required to ensure the school has adequate
information to meet your daughter’s health, safety and medical needs while on tour. The
information provided is confidential but teachers on tour may need to use it as
appropriate. The information will be retained and used by St. Joseph’s College in
accordance with the school’s Data Protection Policy. Please notify the school in writing
of any changes to health or medical information provided on this form.”

Consent for Use of Data

By signing below, | am giving consent for St Joseph’s College to retain and use the
information | have provided for the reasons outlined above.’

Signed: Date:

Bernadette Fitzgerald
PRINCIPAL



